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The QUERIES. 


Hether ye do certainly and infallibly know, what was 
, the ground or cauſe mhby the hand of the Lard was 
—_ Natiov, and why he overturned the Government there- 
ro; the Hynourable intocontempt ? 
| are ſuppoſed or taken-for granted in this Query. 
&, That it was the hand of the Lord that did chis. Ir 1s he that 
hath thean of {qui and the diſeaſes of body at his command, 
h re e ah 19 and ſouls ar tigpleaſure; And he alſo 
actons, with the Powers and Authorities ghereof, when it 
ſeemeth good unto him. Now this is the thing which is mainly to 
beeyed 'by particular perſons, -and-alfo by Nations in whateyer be- 
fallech them, to wit, the hand of the Lord in things. 

2, That there was # ground and cauſe for which the Lord did it, 
The Lord is tender-hearted,and loveth his creature, delighting to do 
it good, and doth not afflict it out of any pleaſure he hath therein, but 
upon a kind of neceſſity, that he may bring down evil and bring up 
goodin a Nation, He doth not fflict willingly, nor grieve the childres 
of men, It. is no pleaſure to the Lord to torment his creatures : bur 
t6 deſtroy the ſeeds of corruption and untighteouſnefs, and to bring 
up the good Seed which he hath ſown in the bearts of men, thig is a 
pleaſare to him.” Now as your affliftions were very great, and the 
alterations in this Nation-ſtrange ; ſo there was a conhderation in 
the Lord's eye to countervail themy-or they had never been. 
©» 3, That it is requiſite and y fox.you, certainly and infal- 
L libly to underſtand the ;;round why 1 ord did this : what his 
Meaning was: -What he was offended at and .incended to bring down; 
what he was pleaſed with and intended to give (cope to ſpring up and 
grow under this confuhon, which could not under the former ſertle- 
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would do it. [ vere Tray tb W | T0 
weigh a thing of ſuch 2 nature in, and” of ſo to 
ou : for if ye do run a contrary courſe to the mind of the Lord, and he 
be provoked againſt you, and ſtretch forth his mignty Arm and Qver- 
throw you, it will then be too late for you to conhder of theſe things, 
uer.” 2. Whether when the Lord did overturn the former Powers, 
with the glory and beauty of this Nation, ard raiſe up other Powers ant of 
the duſt (1m 1 may ſay) even from among them of low degree : If they 
had then arſwered what the Lord expebted and required of them in their 
day, whether they ſhould have been continued by bims in their dominion of 
no, and whether ye (hold have had this day of tyyal, which it bath pleaſed 
th: Lord now to afford you ? | 
The day of Power and Government which the Lord had given you 
formerly,” was mamifeftly by his Providence come to an-end-; and 
whether ever ye ſhould have a day more, was very doubtful, All your 
Councils and Strength availed nothing, ſave only to make the work. 
the more difficult, 1f nor at length almoſt impoſſible. : And now the 
Lord was bufie in trying ſeveral ſorts of thee, what: they would do 
for his Name : and truly this I may ſay concerning them all ( though 
I would not reproach any ) that they did not anſwer the expeRation 
of the Lord. t this I leave to you to conſider, Hherher if they bad 
anſwered the expetlation of the Lord, and done what his Soul. delighted 
in, arid what in part they promiſed, whether the Lord would have conts+ 
hed thent in Anthority or no? + 1 propoſe this, that ye may take-nowce 
-ipon what tickliſh terms ye then (tood, as to your future hopes,; and 
how eafily your Authority and Greatneſs might have beer: for ever 
buried, and that which was lately uppermoſt have continued ſo, if 
it had ſeemed good unto the Lord ; that ſa ye may be ſenfible of what 
the Lord hath done in relation to you, apd pray that ye. may walk 
worthy of it, making uſe of ir in the fearof his Name, ,who hath all 
fill in his hand, and can fill do what he pleaſeth- in this Naniong 
Indeed he can yet bring down whom he will, and he can-yet ſet up 
whom he will ; and what he will do, ye know not : but in» the feas” © 
of his dreadful Nate, and in holding your ſtanding out of ſelt- con 4 
fidence (b-cauſe of your preſentRrength/) 1s your tafery, 11 
Quer. 3. 1f ye do not certainly kyow what was the cauſe of the Lord: 
former d\ſpleaſure againſt you, and of his ſo ſore affiiding you, bus. ſhah * 
err in judgement and ſet up the ſame things againy which the Lord 
then put forth bis hand to throw down, and alſo.endeavour 10 _— 43 
ſuptreſs that, which the Lord® (hen nad way for | hf wh 10rd 
this will nor endanger your OWN 4. ts —_— 
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mm you av ealily, is he over-. 
it 1 r hefo _ What is man to the Lord} 
what is his fleſh to the Lord's Spirit } What great tree could and be- 
foce/the late vehement-wind (where the Lord gave it power) which 
was, tercible and dreadful, tearing up by the very roots, which might 
' bea figure and warning where the Lord gives eyes to reade, After 
ye have done-all ye can, even made Laws as ftrong as ye can, and 
put'them in the Rrictelt courte of execution ye can, one nyjght from 
the Lord may endrhe controverlie, and thew whether we pleaſe the 
Lord in obeying him, or ye in making Liws againſt us for our fide- 
licy and obedience io him. 
And as the Lord is able to overturn you : ſo if ye miſtake your 
work, miſincerprecing the paſſages of his Providence, and erring 
in heart concerning the ground of his former diſpleaſure ; and ſo 
(through the error of judgment) ſet your ſelyes in oppoſition againſt 
-him, replanting the plants which he will not have'grow, and pluck- 
ing up the plants of his planting ; do ye not in this caſe provoke the 
Lord, even to put forth the Rrength which is in him againſt you ? We 
are poor worms : alas, if ye had only us to deal wi:h, we ſhould be 
nothing in your hands ! but if his ſtrength Rand behind us, we ſhall 
prove a very burdenſome one, and ye will -hardly be able co remove 
us out of the place wherein God hath ſet us, and where he pleaſeth 
to have us diſpoſed of. And happy were it for you, if inflead of per 
ſecuring us, ye your ſelves were drawn to wait for the (ame beget- 
tings of God ( which we have felt ) out of the earthly nature into, 
his Life and Nature, and did learn of him to govern in that ; then 
_ ye be eſtabliſhed indeed, and be freed from the danger of thoſe 
ſhakings and,overturnings, Which God 18 haſtening upon the Earth. 
Now becauſe ye may be apt to think, that I write theſe things for 
my own ſake, and the ſakes of my Friends and Companions in the 
Truth of God, that we might eſcape the ſufferings and (evericy which 
we are like to undergo from you, and not ſo mainly and chiefly for 
your ſakes, leſt ye (ſhould bring the wrath of God and miſery upen 
your ſouls and bodies : to prevent chis miſtake in you, I ſhall add 
what followeth. Indeed this is not the intent of my heart : for I 
have long expected, and do fill expe this cup of outward afflition 
and perſecution from-you, and my heart is quieted and ſatisfied 
therein, knowing that the Lord will bring glory to his Name and 
| 9c out of it : but I am ſure it is not goad for you to afflict ug © 
thar which the Lord requireth of us and wherein he accepteth us; 
and ye will find it the bittezeſt work that ever ye went about, and or 
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Firft, I am aſſured in--my heart and foul, that this deſpiſed _ 

ople ( called naked is of the Lord's bege in his own 
Life and Nature, Indeed had I ndr ſeen the power of God in them, 
and received from the Lord an unqueſtionable T y concern- 
ing them, I had never looked towards them : for they were other- 
wile very deſpiſeable in my eyes. And this I cannot but teftifie 
concerning them, that I have found the Life of God in me owning 
them, and that which God hath begotten in my heart refreſhed by 
the power of Life in them : and none bat the Lord knows the beau- 
ty and excellency of Glory, which he hath hid under this mean ap- 
Pearance. 

Secondly, The Lord hath bitherto preſerved them againſt great 

itions, [and is ſtill able to preſerve them, Every Power hither- 
to-hath made nothing of over-running them : yet they have hitherta 
ſtood, by the care and tender mercy of the Lord ; and the ſeveral 
jet which have pexſecuted them , have fallen one after ano- 
ther, 

Thirdly, I have had experience my ſelf of the Lord's goodneſs 
and preſervation of me, in my ſuffering with them for the Teſtimony 
of his Truth, who made my bonds pleaſant to me, and my norſom 
priſon ( enough to have deſtroyed my weakly and tenderly-educated 
nature) a place of pleaſure and delight, where I was comforted by 
my God night and day, and filled with prayers for his People, as 
alſo with love to and prayers for thoſe, who had been the means of 
eutwardly-affliting me and others, upon the Lord's account. 

Fourthly, I have no doubt in my heart that che Lord will deliver 
us, The ftrength of man, the reſolution of man is nathing in my 
eye,in compare with the Lord, Whom the Lord loveth, he can ſave 
at his pleaſure. Hath he begun to-break our bonds and deliver us, 
and ſhall we now diſtruſt him? Are we in a worſe condition than /{- 
rael was, when the Sea was before them, the Mountains on each hde, 
and the Egyptians bebind purſuing them ? He indeed that looketh 
with man's eye, can ſee no ground of hope, nat hardly a. poſlbility 
of deliverance : but to the eye of Faith it is now nearer, than when 
God began at firfi to deliver. | ; 
_ Fitthly, It is the delight of the Lord and his glory wakey his 
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ents HER ;” when to th eye of ence it ſeemeth impoſſibl . ien doth 
_ the Lord delight to ſtretch forth his Arm, when none elſe can help : 
- and then doth it pleaſe him to deal with the enemies of his Truth and 
People, when they are lifted up above the fear of him, and are ready 
to ſay in their hearts concerning them, They are now in our hands,who 
can deliver them ? 

Well, were it not in love to you, and in pitty (in relation to what 
will certainly befall ous if ye go off in this courſe) I could (ay in the 
joy of my heart, and in the ſence of the good will of my God to us, 
Who ſuffereth theſe things to come to pais, Go on, try it out with the 
Spirit of the Lord, com: forth with your Liws and Priſons and ſpoil. 
ing of our goods and Baniſhment and Dearh (if the Lotd pleaſe) 
and ſer if ye can carry it, For we come not forth againſt you in our 
own wills , or in any enmity againſt your Perſons'or Government, 
or-in any ſtubborneſs or refractorineſs cf ipirit ; but. with the Lamb- 
like nature which the Lord our God hath begotten in us, which is 
taught and enabſed by him, both to do his Will and ro ſuffer for his 
Name ſake. And if we cannot thus overcome you (even in patience 
of ſpirit and in love to you) and if the Lord our God pleaſe not to 

ar forus, We are content to be overcome by you, So the Will 
of the Lord be done, ſaith my ſoul. 


Poſt cript. 


Dear Friends, hearken to the Voice of the Love of my heart, 
which ſpeaketh thus unto-you 5 O wait, wait to foel ſomewhat of 

God, ſomewhat of his Divine Life and Power fiirring in your hearts, 
and travel(inthe Lighr and leadings of ir) out of the earthly nature, 
leaving the corruption of man behind, which makes you miſerable, - 
and putting on the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of the Nature of God 
day by day, which will make you happy, as ye are made partakers of 
it : Yea,do but come into the Power of that Religion which ye your 
ſelves profeſs, not ſo much _— the outward form ( for it is not 
of ſo muck value) and ye (hall find that we ſhall agree in Religion 
ſoqner than ye are aware, Now if in your hearts ye ſhall ask me, 
What it is to come into the Pewer of that Relsgion, which ye your. ſelves 
profeſs! T ſhall appeal unto your own ſouls, whether it be not this, 
even Te forſaks the Devil and all bis works, taking up the Croſs unto your 
own hearts uſt and corrupt wayes, Sd onde tiCpoſo (wherein 18 the 
Pry 
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temptations to fin and the ſouls enenues, even until deah, Here ( if ye 
will enter at this narrow gate, and walk on in this ſtreight way unto 
the Kingdom, into which fleſh and blood eannat enter, but the ſelf- 
iſh nature and earthly ſpirit muſt be left behind ) in this Religion, 
which indeed is the (lbllance of all rrueRgligion,we can readily meer 
and unite withyou, Butif ye will ſer up a form to ſtop the power 
and progreſs of the Spirit of the Lord, inthe hearts of his people in 
this Nation, and not mind the power of Religion your ſelves, but 
with vehemency go- about to force others to your form (which ye 
cannc* truly ſay is of God, but of man) in this we cannot cloſe with 
you, bur muſt be content in the will of Ged to ſuffer under you, the 
time which the Lord hath allotted, which ye cannot go beyond. And 
bleſſed for ever be the Name of the Lord our God, who hath made us 
acquainted wich that Life and Power, which was betore all forms and 
wayes of Religion and Worſhip of man's inventing, and which will 
be after them; and who hath hitherto born yp our ſpirits in the Te. 
ftimony, which he hath given us to bear to his living Truth and 
Wotſhip, and who we doubt not bur will yer bear us up, even toa 
Conquelt in his Spirit over all that he hath called us forth to teſtifie 
againſt, And that great City or building of Religion, which is built 
up by man's wiſdom and maintained by man's ſtrength, we are ſure 
is falling and ſhall fall chroughout all the Earth : yea man's ficiving 
to re-edifie and re-eſtabliſh it, will but make the rwins thereof more 
ſpeedy and mote dreadful. The mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, 
both in the Scriptures of Truth which cannot be broken, and in the 
hearts of many of his Servants, in this day of his appearance in ſpirit 
to thoſe, the eyes of whoſe (pirits he hattropened, and by whom he 
hath given a Viſit and Warning to the Earth, which the earchly Q@r 
cannot hear, but will be overtaken and ſurprized With the Day of the 
Lord: and O what running and ſeeking will there bg to the rocks, 
and hills, and mountains for an hiding-place from the wrath of the Lamb, 
but none will be then found. O muſcrable earthly-ſpirited man (who 
haſt paſſed away thy timein a dream, and. haſt little minded or re= 
garded the ſalvation of ihy ſoul, or conſidered what thy pretent vain 
pleaſures and courſes would tend io) what wilt thou then do 2 There 
is 4 pit prepared for the wicked ( 1 hens not an imagination of mine 
wn, indeed it 1s the Truth of God. ) Now rhe Lord tecks the fouls 
of loſt men «© ſave th omuthe pit : but thery ears are dull of bearing, 
ebuir £385" vauled, ribs s groſly faiced and made inſenſible = the 

Ces 


"5% 
. : = = % 
R : : , , . 5 © 
# » do F 
2 » - p \ o® U -# # £&4T CT : -. EN [4 . - » pe 
«i £+-* my "v5, - _ > - » . TY 
4.6 - g _— 4 _— INE . 
* F, "2& * \ » , l . 5 - DS « 
- . © F—Y 


mo 


'y 
P 


od FS . 2» > 

Jences and delights of the earthly nature, avd the Voict of God ( with the. 
things that concern their eteznal peace, yea their preſent welfare 
alſo) cannot emer intothem ; and (0 they let ſlip thetime of their Re+ 
demption, and waſte away the ſeaſon of their Viſitation, hardly ever 
fo much as thinking what will become of them in the end, O. Lord 
my God, awaken thy poor creatures, that they may live and not dye * ra- 
ther let thy Judgments break, forth to awaken thens, than that they ſhould 
thus run on towards mter deſtrutt;on, even to periſh from thy Life and 
Bleſſedneſs, and to be ſwallowed wy in the miſery, torment and wrath due to 
that nature,which they have comtratted and wallowed likg ſwine in, Every 
nature, principle and ſpirit is travelling towards its end.” O man, 
take heed what nature thou art of, in what principle and fpigit thou 
ae(t, and towards what thou travelleſt,' And remember that God 
loveth his creature ; thy deftrution is not.of him, if thou periſh: 
but in him is thy help, if chou hearken to his Voice, and-turn at the 
Reproofs of that "which he hath placed near thee, even in thy heart 
to reprove fin in thee, and to beget thee-ifito the love and holineſs 
of his Life and Nature, leavening thee into a new man, as thou be- 
comeſt ſubje& to the checks and leadings thereof, This is pleaſing 
to the Lord ; that which proceeds from this, and is performed im 
this, is the true Worſhip, and not that which man hath invented, and 
with which the earthly nature is quieted and ſatisfied, but thepower 
of _— from. be Lord off yn #h 

It i the great mercy of the Lord to flop any man in the way of his error « 
and happy £ bs that ' y hen by bins, | 


Another Poſl-ſcript. 


Et one thing, perhaps as my laſt unto youzlet me freely propoſe : 
and be _ haſty in ſpitic, bur wait on God for skill dtp tr 
to —_ the thing aright, and to give an upright anſwer thereto, as 
before him, in the ſecrets of your conſciences. Ir is briefly this, 
Why may not the png es be permitted to flowriſh wnder you ? tan- 
not the Government of Gels Spirit and your Government fland together ? 
Theſeech you conſider it, © No man knoweth how ſhort his time is, 
nor what is to come after his preſent determination of things. It is 
now your day : O that ye had'the true Light to walk by in 1c, that ye 
might not afterwards repent, and! that my heart might be gladde 
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